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EVENT FACT SHEET

Theme 
Chronic Non-Communicable Disease in the context of Cardiovascular Health–Social, Economic and Clinical Impact: 
Opportunities and Challenges for collaboration between India and Canada

About the Canada–India Networking Initiative (CINI)
Sensing the need to address the epidemic of cardiovascular diseases in both Canada and India, the conference is 
organized as a tool to enhance networking opportunities, exchange of good science and build collaboration. The 
conference will be used as a launch pad for the next decade and beyond of better health and economic development 
in both countries.  The Initiative is based on the principle of focused outcome and sustainability.

The Meeting
CINI is the first ever organized conference for invited individuals who are leaders in different fields (Academia, 
Research, Health, Innovation, Industry and Public Policy) from Canada and India.

Date:	 June 19–23, 2010

Venues:	 Simon Fraser University, Surrey, BC, Canada (Main conference)  
	 Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Surrey, BC, Canada (Pre-conference activities)  
	 BC Institute of Technology, Burnaby, BC, Canada (Knowledge Development Symposia)

Attendance: 	 200–250 key opinion leaders in different perspectives of Cardiovascular Health from Canada 	
	 and India, by invitation only.

Participants: 	 Academia, researchers, clinicians, public health, health innovation professionals,  
	 public policy advisors, healthcare professionals, physicians with a special interest in CVH, 		
	 small and medium entrepreneurs and industry professionals.

Plenary Panels: 	 Research, Academic Training, Clinical Care—Individual, Population Health—Health Promotion, 	
	 Social Policy, Healthy Public Policy, Biotechnology and Development, Innovation—e-Learning

Social Events
Opening Ceremony on June 21, 2010, Banquet on June 22, 2010

Program Overview (preliminary)
June 19, Saturday	 Pre-conference Public Forum on Heart Health Promotion (free admission) 
	 Venue: Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Surrey

June 20, Sunday	 Pre-conference Clinical Symposium (free admission, registration required)  
	 Venue: Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Surrey

June 21, Monday	 Pre-conference Knowledge Development Symposia (free admission, registration required) 
	 Venue: British Columbia Institute of Technology, Burnaby

June 21, Monday	 Registration, Opening Ceremony  
	 Venue: Simon Fraser University, Surrey 

June 22, Tuesday	 Scientific Conference, Gala Evening

June 23, Wednesday	 Scientific Conference (meeting ends at approximately 4:00 pm)

INTRODUCTION

The Canada-India Networking Initiative (CINI) Organizing Committee is pleased to present the Information Package for 
Canada–India Networking Initiative on Cardiovascular Health. The meeting will provide an excellent opportunity to 
promote your organization through active participation, all in the spectacular setting of Surrey, B.C., Canada, June 19–23, 
2010 at Simon Fraser University, Surrey Campus. Join us to bring together leaders of these two countries to promote 
health and control non-communicable diseases, especially cardiovascular diseases, including diabetes and stroke at the 
social, clinical and economical spheres.

The Meeting

We expect about 250 key decision makers from both Canada and India to attend the meeting to address the current 
state of knowledge and research in Cardiovascular Health. Future perspectives, new research, education and training 
treatment, social/public policy and prevention, as well as innovation will be showcased through the Scientific Program 
covering two days of invited plenary panels and small group discussions. In addition, we will also have a public forum, 
and pre-conference symposia geared towards public health workers, health care professionals, general practitioners and 
other targeted groups. An Opening Ceremony and Banquet are the highlights of the Social Program.  

We look forward to your active participation.

Sincerely,

Arun Garg  
PhD, MD, FRCPC

Medical Director, Pathology and Lab 
Medicine Fraser Health Authority

Director, BC Biomedical Labs for 
Endocrine and Metabolic Lab Services       

Clinical Professor of Pathology, Faculty 
of Medicine, University of British 
Columbia 

Co-Chair, Canada–India Networking 
Initiative

Arun Chockalingam 
MS, PhD, FACC

Professor of Global Health

Director of Continuing Public 
Health Education, 
Faculty of Health Sciences, 
Simon Fraser University

Co-Chair, Canada–India 
Networking Initiative
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Dr. Milan Gupta, McMaster University

Dr. Prabhat Jha, University of Toronto

Dr. David Johnstone, University of Alberta

Dr. Lalit Kant, Indian Council of Medical 
Research, India

Dr. TS Kler, Escorts Heart Institute and 
Research Centre, Delhi, India

Dr. Arvind Koshal, University of Alberta

Dr. Mukesh Kumar, Indian Council of 
Medical Research, India

Dr. Scott Lear, Simon Fraser University

Dr. Gary Lopaschuk, University of Alberta

Dr. David C. W. Lau, Obesity Canada

Dr. Bruce McManus, PROOF Centre of 
Excellence, University of British Columbia, 
Providence Heart + Lung Institute

Dr. V. Mohan, Dr. Mohan’s Diabetes 
Specialties Centre, India

Dr. Prem Pais, St. John’s Medical College,  
Bangalore, India  

Dr. Mario Pinto, Simon Fraser University 

Dr. D. Prabhakaran, Centre for Chronic 
Disease Control, Delhi, India

Dr. A. Ramanchandran, Diabetes Research 
Centre and Hospital for Diabetes, India

Dr. Subba Rao, JIPMER, India

Mr. Dean Rockwell, British Columbia 
Innovation Council

Dr. K. Satyamoorthy, Manipal Life Science 
Centre, India

Dr. Salima Shariff, Fraser Health Authority

Dr. Arya M. Sharma, Canadian Obesity 
Network

Dr. Meenakshi Sharma, Indian Council of 
Medical Research

Dr. Gerald Simkus, Fraser Health Authority 

Dr. Pawan Singal, University of Manitoba

Dr. Sylvie Stachenko, University of Alberta

Dr. Nikhil Tandon, All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, Delhi

Dr. JS Thakur, WHO India Country Office, 
Delhi, India 

Dr. Subodh Verma, University of Toronto

Co-Hosts
Simon Fraser University 

Fraser Health Authority

Supporters
Canadian Institutes of Health Research

Indian Council of Medical Research

Partners
British Columbia Institute of Technology

British Columbia Medical Association

British Columbia Innovation Council

BC Ministry of Advanced Education and 
Labour Market Development 

BC Ministry of Small Business, Technology 
and Economic Development 

BC Ministry of Health

BC Women’s Hospital and Health Centre

Canadian Cardiovascular Research Network

Canadian Council of Cardiovascular Nurses 
(BC/Yukon Chapter)

CANNeCTIN

Cardiac Services of British Columbia

Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial 
Development, India

Global India Foundation, India

Government of British Columbia

Heart and Stroke Foundation of British 
Columbia & Yukon

High Commission of India to Canada

Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences, 
University of the Manitoba

International Academy of Cardiovascular 
Sciences

Kwantlen Polytechnic University

LifeSciences BC 

Mathematics Information Technology and 
Complex Systems (MITACS)

Michael Smith Foundation for Health 
Research

Murugappa Group of Companies, India

Patanjali Swabhiman Yog Trust, India

Physicians with an Interest in South Asia

Population Health Research Institute, 
McMaster University, Hamilton

Provincial Health Service Authority (PHSA)

Public Health Agency of Canada

Public Health Foundation of India

Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute

Surrey Board of Trade

The Prevention Of Epidemic Organ Failure 
(PROOF), Centre of Excellence, UBC,  
Providence Heart + Lung Institute  

University of Alberta

University of British Columbia

University of Calgary

University of the Fraser Valley

Vancouver Community College

Sponsors
British Columbia Institute of Technology

BC Biomedical Laboratories/Dr. C J Coady 
Associates

BC Women’s Hospital and Health Centre

Beckman Coulter Diagnostics

Boehringer Ingelheim Canada Ltd.

British Columbia Innovation Council

CANNeCTIN

Cardiac Services of British Columbia

Canadian Cardiovascular Research Network

Canadian Institutes of Health Research

Canadian Obesity Network

Fraser Health Authority

Guidelines & Protocol Advisory Committee 
of Government of British Columbia and B.C. 
Medical Association

International Development Research Centre 
(Government of Canada)

Kwantlen Polytechnic University

Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Canada, Inc.

Physicians with an Interest in South Asia

Population Health Research Institute, 
McMaster University, Hamilton

Provincial Health Service Authority (PHSA)

Roche Canada

Simon Fraser University

The Prevention of Epidemic Organ Failure 
(PROOF), Centre of Excellence, UBC, 
Providence Heart + Lung Institute

University of British Columbia

University of the Fraser Valley

University of the Fraser Valley  
Economic Development Chair 

Pfizer Canada

Vancouver Community College

Existing Co-operation between Canada and India 
In 2005 both the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) and the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 
entered in to a bi-lateral agreement to enhance health research and research capacities in both countries  
(www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/25905.html).

In 2004 Canada and India executed a bilateral collaboration at the government-to-government level on Science and 
Technology. The success of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was due to the efforts of G10 universities and 
Canada and their counterparts in India (http://www.iccc.org/doc/S&TReport.pdf). The outcome of this successful 
mission was the creation of International Science and Technology Partnership Canada, Inc (ISTP) (www.stpcanada.
ca) and corresponding counterpart Global Innovation and Technology Alliance (GITA) in India (www.dst.gov.
in/whats_new/press-release06/gita.htm). Both ISTP and GITA are not-for-profit organizations, in Canada and India 
respectively, mandated by governments to promote global research and Development cooperation that will enhance 
the commercialization of leading edge technology.

In 2007 The British Columbia government, following the ISTP opportunity, jointly with India announced a new 
strategic program for research in the field of health sciences. The Government of B.C. has identified India as a major 
link to its Asia Pacific Strategy and the Asia Pacific Trade Council commissioned a report through India Market Advisory 
Group in January 2007 (www.asiapacifictradecouncil.com).

Steering Committee
Dr. Arun Chockalingam, Co-Chair* 	

Dr. Arun Garg, Co-Chair* 

Mr. Paul Bains, Pacifica Partners

Dr. Stephen Brown, Ministry of Health 
Services, Government of B.C.

Ms. Joanne Curry, Simon Fraser University* 

Ms. Amardeep Gill, B.C. Ministry of Economic 
Development

Mrs. Anita Patil Huberman, Surrey Board  
of Trade

Ms. Kathy Kinloch, Vancouver Community 
College

Dr. Peter Liu, Canadian Institutes of Health  
Research–Institute of Circulatory and 
Respiratory Health

Mr. Maneesh Nanda, Optimus Information*

Dr. John O’Neil, Simon Fraser University 

Dr. Srinath Reddy, Public Health Foundation 
of India**

Ms. Sue Roppel, Mathematics of Information 
Technology and Complex Systems (MITACS)* 

Dr. DJ Sandhu, University of Fraser Valley* 

Dr. Bela Shah, Indian Council of Medical 
Research, India**

Dr. R.K. Srivastava, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, Government of India    

Dr. Gavin Stuart, University of British 
Columbia

Ms. Mary Jane Stenberg, Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University*

Dr. K. K. Talwar, Postgraduate Institute of 
Medical Education and Research, India**

Ms. Pamela Verma, University of British 
Columbia

*Executive Committee (Canada) 
**Nodal Committee (India)

International Advisory Council 
Dr. Michael Stevenson, Simon Fraser 
University

Dr. Nigel Murray, Fraser Health Authority

Dr. MA Alagappan, Murugappa Group, India

Dr. David W. Atkinson, Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University

Mr. David Babiuk, Cardiac Services of B.C.

Dr. Jay Bhan, Dr. C J Coady Associates/BC 
Biomedical

Dr. Brian Brodie, BC Medical Association

Mr. Arvinder Bubber, Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University

Dr. John Challis, Michael Smith Foundation 
for Health Research, British Columbia	

Mr. Ashok Das, Consul General of India, 
Vancouver

Dr. Mark Evered, University of the Fraser Valley

Dr. N K Ganguly, Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of  
Postgraduate Medical Education & Research 

Shiv K. Garg, Patanjali Swabhiman Yog Trust, India 

Honorable Mr. S.M. Gavai, High Commissioner  
of India to Canada

Dr. Arvind Gupta, Mathematics Information 
Technology and Complex Systems (MITACS)

Dr. Rashpal Malhotra, Centre for Research in  
Rural and Industrial Development, India 

Dr. Omprakash Mishra, Indira Gandhi National 
Open University, India

Dr. Stephen Toope, University of British Columbia

Dr. Don Wright, British Columbia Institute  
of Technology        

Dr. Salim Yusuf, Population Health Research 
Institute, McMaster University  

Scientific Program Committee  
Dr. J. Balachander, JIPMER, India 
Dr. Catherine Bock, Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University
Dr. Sunil Chacko, Global India Foundation

Dr. Gulzar Cheema, Fraser Health Authority

Dr. Gilles Dagenais, CANNeCTIN 

Dr. PJ Devereaux, McMaster University

Dr. Naranjan Dhalla, International Academy  
of Cardiovascular Sciences

Dr. Jason Dyer, Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University

Dr. Erica Frank, University of British Columbia

Dr. Ilana Gombos, Canadian Institutes of  
Health Research–ICRH



CONTACT INFORMATION
Please mail all correspondence to either of  
the co-chairs:

Dr. Arun Chockalingam 
Professor of Global Health 
Director of Continuing Public Health Education  
Faculty of Health Sciences 
Simon Fraser University, Blusson Hall 
Room 11016, 8888 University Drive,  
Burnaby, B.C.,  Canada V5A 1S6 
Tel: 778.782.7176 
Fax: 778.782.5927 
E-mail: achockal@sfu.ca

Dr. Arun Garg 
Medical Director, Pathology and Lab Medicine 
Fraser Health/Royal Columbian Hospital 
330 East Columbia Street 
New Westminster, B.C., Canada V3L 3W7  
Tel: 604.520.4330 
Fax: 604.520.4769 
E-mail: Arun.Garg@fraserhealth.ca

Please visit our website at: 
www.mitacs.ca/conferences/CINI2010

For further information, please contact us at  
778.782.6952 or via email: cini@sfu.ca  

“Canada and India working 
together for the future of health.”


